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purchased and preserved in land banks. The committee recommends
that MPOs encourage the preservation of rights-of-way, potential
transportation corridors, and waterfront land in their long-range
planning (Chapter 4),

Ports

Because of the ISTEA's new emphasis on MPOs for planning and
decision making, combined with statewide intermodal planning re-
quirements, port officials should become much more involved in the
planning activities of their MPOs and state transportation depart-
ments. The act indicates that MPOs should include elected officials,
appropriate state officials, and officials of local transportation agen-
cies. This indicates that port officials can be directly involved in their
MPOs, as they already are in some states and metropolitan areas. For
example, to secure the consideration of freight transportation needs,
Washington State recently required MPOs to include a port official on
their boards. Port officials should seize these opportunities to ensure
that (a) their access routes are considered for inclusion in the designa-
tion of the National Highway System and (b) their MPOs conform to
the intermodal freight transportation planning requirements of the
ISTEA, which include providing for port access routes. As state and
local officials grapple with the intermodal requirements of the IS-
TEA, port officials should take the initiative to ensure that intermo-
dal freight transportation needs are included (Chapter 7).

Given the importance of and popular support for environmental
protection, ports and local governments find themselves more ac-
countable for the goal of protecting the environment when improving
landside access. The federal government has provided additional as-
sistance in meeting environmental goals. The ISTEA makes explicit
allowance for the use of transportation funds for acquiring, restoring,
and enhancing wetlands. Port officials should be aware of and apply
for using such funds to compensate for the environmental effects of
improving port access facilities (Chapter S).

Federal

In addition to requiring the development of the National Highway
System, the ISTEA charges the Secretary of Transportation with coor-